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OUR professional readers as well as amateur carvers will find matter 
to Interest them in the advertisement of Messrs. Palmer, Cun- 
ningham <fc Co., dealers in fine tools and supplies of every kind 
for the general use of the mechanic. Having a combined experience 
of thirty years they are in a position to know just what is needed, and have 
the finest assortment of carvers' tools that can be found in the city ; being im- 
porters, they can furnish them at the lowest market rates, and invite all who 
are interested to give them a call and examine their stock. The samples are 
all carefully arranged in the front of the boxes in which the stock is kept, and 
one can stand and at a glance command in an instant exactly what they want. 
In connection with their carving tool department are the chisel and gouges, a 
full line of Buck Bros, goods being constantly on hand, Bailey's iron and wood 



ft. 




* ROCHESTER LAMP, MADE BY EDWARD MILLER & CO. 

planes, fancy wood planes, Barnes' saws, Seneca Falls wood working tools, 
and in fact anything that a mechanic in any trade may need can be found there. 
The firm is located at the old and well known stand, No. 607 Market Street, 
Philadelphia, which is the oldest and largest exclusive tool store in the city. 
Any inquiry by mail will be promptly answered. 



We illustrate this month two Rochester lamps made by Edward Miller 
<fe Co., who are now well settled in their beautiful and extensive warerooms at 
Nos. 10 & 12 College Place, New York. One engraving represents a Rochester 
library lamp in cast brass, of antique finish. The cast band is pierced for thirty 
and the cast evener for sixteen prisms. Its length when closed is forty-three 
inches and it extends fifty inches. It has a bayonet-catch vase, which is remov- 
able from below. The other is also a Rochester lamp in cast brass, with antique 
finish, and stands ten and one-half inches high. Both are beautiful specimens 




ROCHESTER LIBRARY LAMP, MADE BY EDWARD MILLER & CO. 
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of workmanship. A visit to Messrs. Miller & Co.'s 
wareroom8 will well repay any one who loves fine 
work, and their location is readily accessible by the L 
road and several surface lines. 



There are few departments of interior decoration 
in which popular demand has induced a greater im- 
provement than in the manufacture of fine hard wood 
floors. Their beauty, cleanliness, healthfulness and 
comfort, besides the load of care which they lift from 
the hands of the thrifty housekeeper, have given a 



Eany, at Rochester, N. T., whose factory there ha6 
een several times enlarged and doubled in capacity 
within the past year to meet the growing demand for 
their work. 

Owing to the new methods of treatment and the 
complexity of machinery, with the increased labor 




END WOOD DESIGN FOR SQUARE ROOM. 

marvellous impetus in their favor, and awakened a 
corresponding increased ingenuity and investment 
among dealers in this line. 

The most serious hindrance to the largest use of 
such floors has been the difficulty of keeping them in 
perfect surface, owing to their readiness to show even 
moderate wear, marks of heel nails, casters, etc., be- 
sides the unsightly openings from warp and shrink- 
age, which seem to have been inevitable under atmos- 
pheric changes. 

Mindful of the evident fact, that the true wear- 
ing surface of all woods is to be found on the end of 
the grain, instead of the side, our inventors years ago 
substituted the Nicholson pavement, made of blocks 
6et up edgewise, for the old fashioned plank road, 
which was so expensive to keep in repair as to leave 
it out of the question for any severe wear. 

Several attempts have been made to utilize the 
.advantages of the end surface in practical application 
to floor work, but they were attended with only par- 
tial success, until a few years ago a patent was grant- 
ed to an American inventor for a peculiar method of 
joining thoroughly kiln dried wooden blocks, by 
means of molten metal or wooden tongues in patterns 
of the greatest variety and beauty. Thus far the 
most successful adaptation of this invention has been 
to the construction, of end wood work in floors, 
borders, wainscoting, etc., and the most serious diffi- 
culties to the use of end wood in these places have 
been overcome. 

As a result, within a very short time the manu- 
facture and use of this mosaic end wood flooring has 
progressed with such wonderful rapidity that there 
are now but few States in the Union where these 
floors are not in use among the finest class of houses, 
and where after continued trial their advantages are 
not more and more fully appreciated. Floors of this 
kind in constant use for ten years and more show no 
sensible wear. 

Their special merits are extreme durability as 
compared with all side wood floors or parquetry, 
peculiar softness of tone and richness of color, with 
a beauty of grain and finish which only those who 
have seen the end wood can realise ; unequalled hard- 
ness and perfection of surface, which can never 
splinter, check or mar ; remarkable noiselessness and 
elasticity of tread, with unmistakable economy when 
the expense of keeping in order is duly considered. 
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END WOOD DESIGN FOR BAY WINDOW OR OCTAGON ROOM. 

The hard, close grained end wood fibre, made 
doubly so by the process of manufacture, gives a sur- 
face equal to tile or marble, while it can never break, 
and affords an infinitely softer finish and more agree- 
able tread. 

The cracks and openings which have • disfigured 
the best side wood floors hitherto laid, owing to the 
fact that the glue by which the pieces are fastened 
together holds stronger in some places than in others, 
thus causing them to break badly in scattered places ; 
these openings can never appear in the mosaic end 
wood floors, because the small blocks are merely held 
together by the tongues referred to, and each block is 
free to contract under extreme conditions. Thus as 
each shrinks for itself and cannot pull others With it, 
the contraction, if any, is evenly distributed and of 
6uch small extent as to be imperceptible. The least, 
amount of wax or filler restores the surface as per- 
fect as ever. 

This material is made by the Wood Mosaic Com- 
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END WOOD BORDERS. 

required in the construction of this work, the cost 
was at first somewhat expensive, but largely increased 
facilities and improved methods have so far reduced 
this, that it is now supplied at but a fraction more 
than first class side wood floors. 

The Wood Mosaic Company have a salesroom 
at 321 Fifth Avenue, New York, where a full line of 
samples can be seen, showing all approved kinds of 
hard wood floors, and where an end wood floor has 
been under hardest use for nearly two years, the sur- 
face of which is as perfect to-day as when it was 
first laid. 



Among the readers of a paper like this, hundreds 
of whom are designers, draughtsmen, artists and the 
like, there must be very many who sooner or later 
find that the drafts made upon their eyes by the ne- 
cessities of their profession begin to tell seriously. A 
failnre here is much more disastrous than in the case 




UMBRELLA VASE, 

MADE BY 

THE PALMER MANUFACTURING CO. 




COAL VASE, MADE BY THE PALMER MANUFACTURING CO. 



great mass of the 
people to possess in 
the commonest ar- 
ticles of daily use, 
the best types of art 
workmanship, at 
prices which a few 
years ago placed them 
beyond the reach 
of any save the very 
wealthiest. A golden 
cup of Cellini or a 
silver lamp of Ghir- 
landajo could only 
be made by these 
masters, and could 
only be made, even 
by them, once. If 
Benvenuto Cellini 
were alive to-day and 
should make a model 
for a silver vase, 
modern processes 
could repeat it in 
every line a thousand 
fold. In fact, great 
artist and artificer as 
he was, even allow- 
ing for the glamour 
which the centuries 
cast upon the work 
of other times, he 
could probably to-day be designing electric lamps, 
clock cases, coal vases, or whatever the need of the 
day might call for. As great men as he do not think 
it beneath them to infuse their genius into the shap- 
ing or decoration of the simplest objects of household 
service. Here for example are three little articles 
which we select and illustrate from many made by 
The Palmer Manufacturing Company. It is not 
many years since the coal-hod was ungraceful in 
shape, unhandy to use, and ugly in 
color. That given in this column and 
which is one of a long line made by the 
Palmer Co., is handsomely shaped in 
decorated brass and is an ornament to 
any room in which it may be used. The 
same is true of the sconce and the um- 
brella vase — the latter not long ago a 
wooden or iron frame with a tin basin 
below, a thing of utility but certainly 
not " a joy forever;" And these three 
are but specimens of a hundred articles 
in which artistic shape has been em- 
bodied with the highest excellence of 
construction and decoration. The New 
York warerooms of the company are at 
290 Pearl Street, but their goods can 
be found in every city in the land which 
has been reached by the growing ta6te 
for beautiful things. 



The Queen Lace Curtain, which we 
have already described — the feature 
being the absence of any necessity for 
rings, poles or hooks— seems to have 
already caught on to the popular 
fancy and a demand has set in which 
is surprising considering that it has just 
been placed upon the market. Messrs. 
W. H. Fletcher & Co., of Broadway 
and Leonard Street, in this city, who 
are the introducers of this — as they have 
in the past been of several valuable 
novelties — stand in the front rank of 
the lace curtain trade. They possess 
one great advantage in having the cour- 
age to bring over anything which is ar- 
tistic and substantial and find, what is 
not surprising, that the great buyers of 
the country recognize the fact and ap- 
preciate their efforts. Another advant- 
age and one which cannot be estimated 
too highly, is that the house have fac- 
tories of their own on the other side and 
a representative of the firm resides in 
Europe ready to seize every novelty as 
it makes its appearance. Their line this 
season is by long odds the be6t they have 
ever brought over from the great cur- 
tain making centres of the world. It 
is surprising to notice what beautiful 
effects are now produced in medium 
and low priced goods. 



of the merchant or ordinary business man. To such 
men the services of a skilled optician are especially 
valuable. Fortunately they have not far to go. Mr. 
Mundorf, whose place of business is under tne Cole- 
man House, has been so long and favorably known 
in New York that he hardly needs any recommenda- 
tion. Years of study and a natural aptitude for his 
profession have given him a high degree of skill. He 
has everything in the line of aids to seeing that modern 
science and mechanical ingenuity has devised. Among 
other curious inventions he is now introducing is 
something for the benefit of those whose hearing is 
impaired. It is to all appearance a walking cane with 
the ordinary silver head so much affected by the 
young men of to-day. In reality the head is a 6mall 
ear trumpet, so that the owner while apparently 
merely holding his cane alongside his ear, is in fact 
having the advantage of a very curious and skilfully 
constructed instrument, which greatly adds to the 
volume of sound reaching the ear-drum. It is well 
worth an examination by those who are interested in 
such subjects. 



It is one of the highest achievements of modern 
manufacturing industry that its processes enable the 



Our ancestors neither knew nor cared much 
about ventilation, in fact, with the big opSn fireplaces 
and enormous rooms of the old Colonial house it 
must have been a 6tudy with them at times to keep 
from being ventilated up the chimney themselves. 
But the conditions of modern city life make the mat- 
ter one calling for the closest study and the utmost 
ingenuity on the part of inventors and constructors. 




BRASS 8CONCE. 
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Of the results of such effort none has proved more 
effective or useful than the Jackson Ventilating 
Grate. This simple contrivance .introduces by the 
use of the waste heat of, the ordinary grate a steady 



panels in floral designs with birds, for vigorous draw- 
ing and color have never been surpassed in the grade 
of goods in which they are made by any manufactu- 
rers in the country. 




Messrs. E. C. Stearns & Co., of Syracuse, N.Y., 
have established a feature in their manufactory which 
might be imitated to advantage by other establish- 
ments employing a large number of workmen. It is 
a reading room wherein may be found more than 
one hundred different journals and periodicals de 
voted to scientific and mechanical subjects. These journals and 
periodicals are preserved carefully and placed on file in a room 
specially arranged for the purpose in the main building. The room 
is provided with long tables, shelves and benches, and is removed 
from the noise of the machinery, so that it is a quiet place where 
employes may spend their time profitably reading, writing or draft- 
ing. This industrial library finds favor among the men, who take 




ILLUSTRATED TITLE FOR PROGRAMME, BY EDWARD DEWSON. 



WOOD MANTEL, MADE BT 8. HUET. 

advantage of the opportunity by keeping posted relative to current 
events in the scientific and mechanical world. By this plan the fore- 
men are enabled to keep up with the times in their several depart- 
ments, especially in plating, japanning, molding, pattern making, 
tempering, staining, and in the invention of machinery of all kinds 
for labor saving in their special industry. The example of reading 
and study thus set by the foremen has a marked influence on subor- 
dinates, and thus this manufacturers' reading room or library fur- 
nishes an educational influence which steadily molds the character 
of employes into a higher type of intelligence and manliness. In 
this unpretentious way Messrs. Stearns & Co. are-public benefactors. 



Among recent novelties in metallic bedsteads, Mr. E. D. Pratt, 
the energetic representative in America of Messrs. Hoskins & Sewell, 
the Birmingham manufacturers, is showing at his warerooms, No. 
16 East Fifteenth Street, a line of iron bedsteads enamelled in white, 



stream of pure air from the outside, warms it and 

{>asses it through ornamental registers, thus constant- 
y warming and at the same time ventilating the 
room. Messrs. Edwin A. Jackson & Bro., of 50 
Beekman Street, New York, the proprietors and 
manufacturers, make at their warerooms a beautiful 
display of the grates in plain or oxydized iron, steel, 
nickel, brass and bronze. , 



The good taste displayed everywhere in his es- 
tablishment by Mr. Ferdinand Keller, of No. 216 
South Ninth Street, Philadelphia, has made the place 
a sort of Mecca for everyone in the Vicinity who has 
a love for beautiful objects of art. In Oriental goods 
of all kinds his 6tock has no equal in the city. Bric- 
a-brac, Persian and Turkish rugs, saddle bags, hang- 
ings, and Oriental work of every description can 
thus be seen not only in large variety but evidently 
purchased by one with a keen eye to real value and 
beauty. We illustrate herewith several lamps of Per- 
sian origin, imported by Mr. Keller, which are strik- 
ing examples of Oriental metal work. Of course en- 
tirely hand work, they show an enormous amount of 
patient labor and skill. The ones selected from a 
large number for engraving are about five feet in 
height. 



We have already called attention to the fact that 
a design which looks well on paper very frequently 
falls short of anticipation when reduced to practical 
work, and incidentally mentioned the advantage in 
any class of furniture of having a large stock of 
actual examples for the customer to choose from. 
Mr. Samuel Huet, of 251 South Second Street, Phila- 
delphia, possesses this advantage to a large degree, 
having the largest variety in the city. We show on 
this page a drawing from one of his recent produc- 
tions in wood mantels, which is at once well planned 
and well executed. 



Pools may come and pools may go, like Tenny- 
son's brook, but some wall paper concerns bid fair to 
go on for ever if present appearances are not decep- 
tive. At all events Messrs. Wm. Campbell & Sons 
are turning out a class of patterns for this season 
which shows a determination to secure their share 
of the trade to-day, and to lay the foundation for a 
very valuable reputation in the future. Some recent 




PERSIAN LAMPS, FROM FERDINAND KELLER, PHILADELPHIA. 
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touched up with gilt and trimmed with lacquered 
brass. A new brass bedstead of Italian design is also 
very noticeable. In place of the ordinary headboard 
is a frame intended to be filled with tapestry or 
other fabric, while in place of the common canopy 




STAINED GLASS WINDOW, BY SAMUEL WEST. 
1 

are two removable braces intended as supports for 
drapery, thus giving an ornamental appearance with- 
out cutting oil light or air. 



In a full page supplement with this number of 
The Decorator and Furnisher Messrs. F. W. 
Devoe & Co. present a number of specimens of ready- 
cut stencils. Those given are samples from a large 
line of designs suited to almost every size and char- 
acter of wall and ceiling, including centres, corners, 
friezes, dados and fields. The same house is making 
a specialty of ready mixed colors, suitable for fresco 
work of all kinds and adapted to the use both of the 
amateur and the professional. 



By an oversight we neglected at the proper time 
to publish an engraving we had prepared from the 
programme title by Mr. Edward Dewson for an 
amateur theatrical entertainment. It is so clever a 
specimen of a very clever artist's work that we pub- 
lish it here in spite of the time which has ensued 
since it was originally used. 



The name of Robert Mitchell is indissolubly con- 
nected with the history of the furniture industry in 
the United States, since it was Robert Mitchell who 
first used regular wood working machinery in the 
business. Abner Cutler about the same time had at 



his little shop at Black Rock, near Buffalo, used the 

Sower from a flouring mill to drive a saw. Robert 
[itchell, then a young man without capital, and who 
had never heard of Mr. Cutler, one .day mentioued 
to a more prosperous neighbor his regret that he did 
not have the capital to use power in wood working, 
and to his surprise was told to go ahead and the 
means would be forthcoming. From that day his 
career has been one of almost uninterrupted success. 
During the war Cincinnati lost her great Southern 
trade, but while others faltered or went to the wall 
Mr. Mitchell went on extending and sought new 
markets, till to-day he is at the head of one of the 
largest concerns of the kind in the world, the Robert 
Mitchell Furniture Co. Of late the business has 
extended beyond the making of ordinary furniture to 
the construction of all kinds of interior cabinet fit- 
tings, and the firm's illustrated catalogue, which any 
one can obtain by mailing six cents for postage and 
naming the paper in which he saw the notice, con- 
tains over one hundred and fifty styles of wood man- 
tels alone. 



We mentioned last month some of the many ad- 
vantages of the Williams Range, but its handsome 
appearance and the advantages of the horizontal 
boiler can only be thoroughly appreciated through a 
sketch. We accordingly present herewith a drawing 
which shows the range very clearly. The descrip- 
tion in our last number covered the main points here- 
with shown. 



When recently the cable dispatches told of the 
destruction of Whitley's great warehouse in London, 
the average American said to himself " what sort of 
a concern can this be ?" The range of articles to be 
found in his stock seemed almost incomprehensible. 
Just so our country cousins on reaching New York 
make a dash for Macy's, in the wild hope that possib- 
ly they may be able to recall some minor object of 
feminine use* not to be found in that big bee-hive. 
What these two concerns are In their line Sheppard 
Knapp & Co. bid fair to become in the matter of 
interior decoration and furnishing, complete in itself. 
Having built up the largest exclusive retail carpet 
business in the United States and ptossibly in the 
world, the firm saw their upholstery trade outgrowing 
its boundaries, and straightway set to work to cut a 
pathway for the overflow clear through the block to 
Fourteenth Street. And now not satisfied with this 



increase of facilities Messrs. Knapp & Co. have once 
more leased the old store, a couple of doors below, 
from which they moved into their present magnifi- 
cent warerooms, and by the time this reaches our 
readers will be ready to show a handsome line of 
parlor and fancy furniture as well as the more ap- 
proved makes of folding beds. Of course this is only 
the regular course of trade, for nothing is more nat- 
ural than for a buyer to wish to secure his carpets, 
upholstery and furniture from one house in which he 
has confidence, and be guided in his choice by sales- 
men who, knowing his selection in each department, 
can so guide his purchases that there will be harmony 
and fitness in the completed whole. 

It would be difficult to set bounds to the growth 
of Messrs. Knapp & Co.'s future trade. It has in a 
few years outgrown the most enthusiastic dream of 
its energetic founder or the heartiest wishes of his 
many friends, and yet year after year seems to wit- 
ness new avenues of growth. 

Sheppard Knapp has proved the truth of the 
adage, that a satisfied customer is a perpetual adver- 
tisement. 



Messrs. Gallowat, Grafp & Co., of the Market 
Street Pottery, Philadelphia, have a large number of 
new designs this season, which can be found at all 
the high class art supply stores. The concern, which 
is one of the oldest in the country, having been 
founded over three-quarters of a century ago, seems 
to grow younger and more energetic as the years go 
by. In ornamental, terra cotta they are especially 
6trong, and their catalogue, which will be mailed to 
any of our readers on application, also contains very 
many beautiful specimens of garden vases and 
statuary. 



It is well worth while for any one interested in 
the subject of wall decoration to take a look at the 
show rooms of the Boston Wall Paper Company, 
No. 20 Summer Street. Although dealing in all grades 
of fine wall papers, the house make a specialty of 
ingrain paper and indented • wood fibre, and show 
some very beautiful specimens of work in both lines. 
To the average purchaser it is half the battle to have 
the benefit of such excellent judgment and good taste 
as is shown in the selection of its stock and in the 
manner of its display, which affords ample opportu- 
nity to study the effect of various combinations of 
color, shade and form. 




THE WILLIAMS RANGE, WITH HORIZONTAL BOILER. 
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